
Redevelopment of 352 University Avenue 

Overview 

 

The Annie E. Casey Foundation has a special interest in improving the well-being of children 

and families in Atlanta. Since 2001, the Foundation has been committed to revitalizing a set of 

city neighborhoods called Neighborhood Planning Unit V (NPU-V), including helping low-

income families overcome a number of challenges by increasing their access to educational 

and economic opportunities — and their ability to advocate for themselves and their community.  

 

In 2006, the Foundation acquired a 31-acre 

industrial site at 352 University Avenue, 

located along the southern border of NPU-V’s 

Pittsburgh neighborhood in southwest Atlanta, 

with a vision of the site serving as an 

economic catalyst for the area. The site is 

strategically located near an on-ramp to 

interstates 75/85. Casey has spent the past 

several years exploring development 

possibilities for the site, seeking input from 

residents in surrounding communities and 

insight from development experts.  

 

Redevelopment Planning and Developer Selection 

 

Given the economic recovery and momentum from nearby redevelopment projects such as 

Turner Field and the Atlanta BeltLine, the Foundation sees great opportunity to transform the 

site into a vibrant economic hub for the community and city. Casey recently commissioned a 

market study to create strategic development scenarios for 352 University Avenue that align 

with regional industries that have high growth potential and catalyze neighborhood 

development, while also factoring in site conditions and constraints. The selected scenarios are
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aspirational and on the forefront of market trends, reflecting the Foundation’s commitment to 

ensuring the surrounding neighborhoods receive the maximum benefit from the project. 

 

Moving Forward: Site Development 

 

In the next several months, the Foundation plans to select a master developer to create a plan for 

the site that incorporates one or a combination of potential uses identified through the market 

study. Some possibilities include: 

 

 a distribution hub and sorting facility 

 an integrated service center that includes supply warehouses, laundry, storage and other 

offsite functions for regional hospitals and medical centers 

 facilities for activities such as for payroll and billing, packaging and record keeping 

 industrial, commercial or electronic equipment repair 

 incubator space, workshops and labs 

 consulting for design and manufacturing 

 

Complementary Development Options 

Job Training and Certification  

A hands-on training space for a local university, technical college or job-training organization that 

aligns with the primary economic uses of the site. Neighborhood residents could develop new 

skills and access employment opportunities with on-site companies and entrepreneurs. 

 

The Potential for Retail 

With a lack of stores in the surrounding area, residents have expressed interest in seeing retail on 

the site, and the market indicates this is economically feasible, though not recommended as a 

primary use. The Foundation hopes new workers and customers connected with the site’s 

commercial development will generate enough demand to encourage retail development in the 

surrounding neighborhoods.  


